
 
 



 
  
  
 
  

Click Here to see the new E-Bike, E-motor, and Electric 

Motorcycle rules and regulations  E-Motor Rules and Regs 

https://private-files.api.hoa-express.com/document/1653601929/yVi3AiZskDddzbDK/E-Bike%20Regulations%20and%20Laws.pdf
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Locked Dog in a Car in Florida — Laws, Cases, 
and What to Do 

In Florida, leaving a dog in a hot or unsafe vehicle can be illegal and may lead to criminal 
charges under animal cruelty statutes. There is no standalone “hot car” law, but Florida 
Statute 828.12 makes it illegal to confine an animal in a car under conditions that could reasonably 
cause injury or death Vet Explains Pets. This includes leaving a dog in extreme heat without 
ventilation, water, or shade. 
Legal Criteria for Charges 
Authorities can pursue charges if: 

• The dog is in obvious distress (panting heavily, lethargy, 
dehydration) thelegalguide.org. 

• The animal is overheated (internal temperatures can exceed 100°F in a closed 
car) Tampa Free Press. 

• The owner neglected basic needs (no water, no ventilation) thelegalguide.org. 
• The dog was trapped with no reasonable way to escape Online Sunshine. 
• The owner’s intent or recklessness is evident (e.g., leaving for hours in extreme 

heat) thelegalguide.org. 
Penalties 
Under Florida’s cruelty-to-animals laws (Chapter 828), violations can be: 

• First-degree misdemeanor — up to 1 year in jail and fines up to 
$5,000 bridgelegal.org. 

• Aggravated or repeat offenses — felony charges with longer jail time and higher 
fines bridgelegal.org. 

• Civil remedies — fines, probation, or restrictions on future pet 
ownership thelegalguide.org. 

Recent Case Example 
On July 2, 2026, I Yahna Michelle Leon-Yancy, 20, was arrested in Key Largo after deputies 
rescued a small dachshund locked in a hot Nissan SUV. The dog had been left unattended for an 
hour or more, with the engine off and windows closed. Internal temperatures exceeded 100°F. Leon-
Yancy admitted she forgot the dog was inside and was charged with animal cruelty Tampa Free 
Press. 
Rescue Immunity 
Florida Statute 768.139 provides immunity to anyone who enters a locked vehicle to rescue a 
vulnerable person or domestic animal if they act in good faith, notify law enforcement, and use only 
necessary force Online Sunshine. This means bystanders or officers can legally open a locked car to 
save an animal without facing civil liability for vehicle damage. 
What to Do if You See a Dog in a Car 

• Call 911 immediately if the dog is in distress. 
• Do not open the car yourself unless you are trained and have the proper tools; use a 

vehicle-lock tool or wait for law enforcement Online Sunshine. 
• Document the scene (photos, witness statements) if safe to do so. 

Bottom line: In Florida, leaving a dog in a hot, locked car can be a serious criminal offense. Public 
awareness and quick intervention by law enforcement are key to preventing harm and ensuring 
accountability. 
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