
Charlotte County E-Bike Ordinance 2026-005 

  

On February 10, 2026, the Charlotte County Board of County Commissioners passed Ordinance 

2026-005 pertaining to the use of e-bikes within unincorporated Charlotte County.  The ordinance 

focuses on behavior rather than limiting the machine/technology.  Therefore, the ordinance allows 

for any type of e-bike or electric mobility device in certain areas with certain restrictions. 

Your Legal Team would like to point out a few things regarding this ordinance: 

 Use on sidewalks, crosswalks, intersections, and multi-use pathways 

• All allowed for use in these areas. 

• All shall be limited in speed to 15 MPH or less in these areas. 

• Anyone who is under 16 years old must wear a helmet (properly fitted, securely fastened, 

meets federal safety guidelines, etc.). 

• Between dusk and dawn, be equipped with white light in front visible from at least 500 

feet; red light on the back visible from 600 feet to the rear. 

• Any person operating the electric device shall yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian AND 

shall give audible signal before overtaking and passing the pedestrian. 

• Violations are non-moving violations as defined in §316 and §318, Florida Statutes. 

  

Use on public roadways and bicycle lanes 

• All allowed for use on public roadways. 

• Shall not travel more than the posted or statutory speed limit for that roadway. 

• Anyone who is under 16 years old must wear a helmet (properly fitted, securely fastened, 

meets federal safety guidelines, etc.), including passengers in a trailer or semitrailer 

attached to the electric device. 

• Between dusk and dawn, be equipped with white light in front visible from at least 500 

feet; red light on the back visible from 600 feet to the rear. 

• Violations are either non-moving or moving violations as defined in §316 and §318, Florida 

Statutes due to the devices being classified as vehicles while on the roadway. 

**See below for certain electric off-highway vehicles on roadways** 

  



Use/Operation on trails, greenways, and greenbelts - Prohibited 

• All motor vehicles, bicycles, electric bikes/motorcycles, off-highway vehicles or 

motorcycles, electric personal assistive mobility devices (electric scooters), motorized 

scooters or similar electric vehicles/devices are NOT allowed. 

• Exception: a device used for disabled persons would be allowed if there is a designated 

pathway or signage by Charlotte County indicating such. 

 It is important to note that county ordinances do not override Florida State Statutes.  Any 

violation of Florida Statutes shall be superior to the county ordinance if there is a conflict. 

• For example, there are certain electric devices that are specifically manufactured for off-

road or off-highway use, and it states such in those manufacturers' instructions/websites 

(like ATV, UTV, e-dirt bikes, etc.).  

o These devices would still be illegal for travel on public roadways due to the inability 

by Florida statutes and DMV rules to become a registered motor vehicle.  They 

would be allowed on sidewalks, crosswalks, etc. according to the ordinance, but at 

no more than 15MPH. 

o Keep in mind that private roadways or gated communities where Charlotte County 

does not maintain the roadways are different and those types of vehicles may be 

driven in those communities. 



  



  

                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 



 



 


